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Foreword 


Of  all  the  honors  that  are  to  be  paid  to  Washington's 
memory  during  the  Bicentennial  year  of  1932 ,  I 
consider  the  plans  that  are  being  worked  otit  by  the 
Fort  Necessity  Memorial  Association  to  be  the  most 
appropriate.  Particularly  should  these  plans  appeal 
to  the  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  For  here  at 
Fort  Necessity ,  Washington  first  began  to  write  his 
name  on  the  pages  of  American  history.  The  story 
of  his  accomplishments ,  the  significance  of  this,  his 
first  battle,  and  the  part  it  teas  to  play  in  the  wars 
that  followed,  as  set  forth  in  this  brochure,  reveal 
the  genius  of  this  Virginian  youth  who,  in  a  few 
years,  was  destined  to  become  the  most  celebrated 
personage  on  the  North  American  continent. 

John  W.  Oliver 

Head  of  The  'Department  of  History, 

The  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
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/CjHOULD  th  is  thing  he  commemorated? 

m  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  thinks  so,  for  it  has 
kS  passed  a  bill  appropriating  $25,000  for  that  purpose. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  thinks  so,  for  he  has  signed 
the  bill. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  thinks  so,  for  it  has  passed  a  bill 
appropriating  $25,000  and  more,  for  it. 

The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  thinks  so,  for  he  signed  the  bill. 

The  George  Washington  Bicentennial  Commission  thinks  so,  for 
they  regard  it  as  the  most  important  single  project  in  the  Bicern 
tennial  celebration. 

The  citizens  of  Fayette  County  think  so,  for  they  have  made  vob 
untary  gifts  of  $25,000  toward  its  fulfillment. 

Here  are  the  facts.  They  have  been  gleaned  from  the  best  his- 
tories,  verified  by  current  research  and  confirmed  by  official  records. 
Not  a  little  that  is  here  set  down  is  being  published  for  the  first 
time. 

As  long  ago  as  1689  Pierre  Francois  Xavier  de  Charlevoix,  a 
French  priest,  published  a  book  in  which  he  set  forth  with  great 
minuteness  what  should  be  the  policy  of  France  in  North  Amer' 
ica,  whereby  through  armed  intervention  it  ultimately  could  con' 
trol  the  entire  continent.  Fifty  years  later,  the  English  believed 
that  the  French  court  was  slowly  but  deliberately  carrying  out 
the  Charlevoix  plan.  Among  other  things,  Father  Charlevoix  set 
forth  “there  is  not  a  spot  more  proper  for  settlement  than  this  on 
the  Ohio,  nor  where  it  is  of  greater  importance  for  the  French  to 
have  one.”  He  referred  to  the  juncture  of  the  Allegheny  and  the 
Monongahela  Rivers  at  what  is  now  Pittsburgh. 

In  1749  the  British  crown  chartered  the  Ohio  company  which  was 
awarded  large  holdings  and  great  powers.  Its  land  extended  on 
both  banks  of  the  Ohio  for  many  miles  below  the  Pittsburgh  site. 

In  retrospect  it  is  easy  to  see  that  both  French  and  English  might 
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have  been  sincere  in  feeling  they  were  within  their  rights  in  claim- 
ing  what  was  in  essence  an  empire;  land  which  has  since  become 
the  states  of  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  part  of  Indiana. 

France  and  England  Clash 

But  in  those  days  there  was  no  charitable  construction  put  upon 
the  conduct  of  either  by  the  other.  The  French  began  to  push 
southward  a  line  of  fortifications  from  what  is  now  Erie,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

In  1753  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  Virginia  sent  George  Washington 

with  a  message  to  the  French  commanders  of  these  forts.  He  told 
them,  in  effect,  “to  begone.”  They  replied  that  they  were  there 
by  orders  of  their  king  and  intended  to  stay. 

A  Virginia  expedition  was  ordered  forward.  At  that  date,  what 
is  now  Western  Pennsylvania  was  held  as  a  portion  of  Virginia. 
Young  George  Washington  was  offered  the  commission  of  colonel, 
but  declined.  He  accepted  one  which  made  him  second  in  com¬ 
mand.  The  first  responsibility  was  nominally  upon  Col.  Joshua 
Fry,  who,  however,  never  got  beyond  Wills  Creek  (now  Cumber¬ 
land,  Md.),  met  with  an  accident  and  died  therefrom. 

The  Start  for  the  Frontier 

With  less  than  four  hundred  men,  the  young  Colonel  worked 
his  way  slowly  westward  on  the  Nemacolin  Trail.  In  two  months 
he  had  arrived  at  the  Great  Meadows,  a  natural  meadow  nine  miles 
east  of  the  present  city  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  There  Washington 
threw  up  entrenchments,  the  beginning  of  Fort  Necessity. 

There  followed  six  weeks  of  skirmishing  and  scouting.  In  one 
fifteen  minute  exchange  of  fire,  a  French  officer,  M.  de  Jumonville, 
was  killed. 

It  rained.  Supplies  were  low.  The  men,  enlisted  under  varying 
terms  and  conditions,  did  not  get  along  well  together.  The  person¬ 
ality  and  zeal  of  the  gallant  young  Colonel  alone  were  able  to 
hold  them  together. 

The  French  proceeded  toward  him  in  great  numbers,  variously 
estimated  from  nine  hundred  to  sixteen  hundred  men. 
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Fort  Necessity  July  4,  1754,  from  a  painting  by  David  SJiriver  Stewart 


Washington  completed  Fort  Necessity.  The  reinforcements  from 
New  York  and  North  Carolina  had  not  arrived.  Many  of  his 
men  were  sick,  all  were  hungry,  but  he  decided  to  make  battle. 

The  B  attle  Joins 

On  the  morning  of  July  3d  Washington's  advance  post  was  driven 

in.  A  great  force  appeared  about  eleven  o'clock.  All  day  long 

and  into  the  night  they  continued  to  fire  at  the  fort.  The  Vir* 
ginians  and  the  South  Carolinians  replied  with  spirit.  It  rained 
incessantly.  Washington’s  men  were  in  water  up  to  their  knees. 
The  attacking  force  was  sheltered  by  trees.  The  slope  of  the  hill 
on  which  they  were  kept  them  dryer. 

In  dense  darkness  the  French  called  for  parley.  Washington  feared 
treachery  and  declined.  The  request  was  repeated.  Again  it  was 
declined.  Then  the  French  asked  Washington  to  send  a  man  to 
them.  This  he  did.  Twice  the  terms  for  evacuation  which  were 
offered  were  refused.  Three  times  the  French  yielded.  Finally  at 
midnight  it  was  agreed  that  in  the  morning  each  side  should  leave 
the  battle  field  with  all  the  honors  of  war.  On  July  4th,  1754,  the 
young  Colonel  set  out  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  drums  beating, 
colors  flying.  The  French  marched  off  in  the  opposite  direction. 
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Washington  completed  Fort  Necessity.  The  reinforcements  from 
New  York  and  North  Carolina  had  not  arrived.  Many  of  his 
men  were  sick,  all  were  hungry,  but  he  decided  to  make  battle. 

The  B  attle  Joins 

On  the  morning  of  July  3d  Washington's  advance  post  was  driven 

in.  A  great  force  appeared  about  eleven  o'clock.  All  day  long 

and  into  the  night  they  continued  to  fire  at  the  fort.  The  Vir* 
ginians  and  the  South  Carolinians  replied  with  spirit.  It  rained 
incessantly.  Washington’s  men  were  in  water  up  to  their  knees. 
The  attacking  force  was  sheltered  by  trees.  The  slope  of  the  hill 
on  which  they  were  kept  them  dryer. 

In  dense  darkness  the  French  called  for  parley.  Washington  feared 
treachery  and  declined.  The  request  was  repeated.  Again  it  was 
declined.  Then  the  French  asked  Washington  to  send  a  man  to 
them.  This  he  did.  Twice  the  terms  for  evacuation  which  were 
offered  were  refused.  Three  times  the  French  yielded.  Finally  at 
midnight  it  was  agreed  that  in  the  morning  each  side  should  leave 
the  battle  field  with  all  the  honors  of  war.  On  July  4th,  1754,  the 
young  Colonel  set  out  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  drums  beating, 
colors  flying.  The  French  marched  off  in  the  opposite  direction. 
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For  years  it  has  been  the  habit  to  refer  to  this  engagement,  fraught 
with  such  tremendous  consequences,  as  a  defeat.  It  was  not. 
Washington’s  own  report,  which  has  been  located  in  a  South 
Carolina  newspaper,  clearly  disproves  it.  The  records  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  War  Department,  compiled  for  the  Fort  Necessity  Memorial 
Committee  by  the  British  Embassy,  confirm  the  newspaper  ac¬ 
count.  Both  of  these  records  have  been  brought  to  light  since 
the  beginning  of  the  work  to  erect  a  memorial  to  Washington 
at  Fort  Necessity.  The  full  text  of  Washington’s  account  published 
only  sixteen  days  after  the  battle  is  given  on  the  insert  herewith. 

Reverberations  m  Europe 

This  campaign,  in  which  less  than  400  Americans  and  probably 
1200  to  1600  French  and  Indians  were  concerned  is,  by  Voltaire 
and  others,  set  down  as  the  most  significant  military  event  of  the 
Seven  Years  War  of  Europe;  that  made  over  the  map  of  Germany, 
France,  England,  Russia  and  Austria,  and  ultimately  led  to  the 
American  Revolution.  In  this  campaign  for  the  first  time  troops  of 
more  than  one  province  fought  side  by  side  (Virginia  and  South 
Carolina)  and  the  tardiness  of  other  colonies  in  producing  their 
promised  support  very  clearly  was  to  blame  for  its  falling  short 
of  its  objective. 

The  Young  Colonel  s  JMihtary  Sagacity 

Impressive  as  is  this  world  significance,  it  is  important  for  the 
American  to  realize  this  is  an  episode  of  the  life  of  Washington 

that  never  has  been  adequately  commemorated,  that  has  long  been 
obscure  and  which  yet  shows  the  man — or  youth,  as  he  really  was — 
in  all  those  proportions  of  promise  that  made  him  one  whom  all 
the  world  came  to  honor  and  respect.  When  he  left  Alexandria, 
Washington  was  just  turned  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  in 
command  of  a  field  force,  sixty  miles  from  his  base  of  supplies  in 
an  unfriendly  territory,  at  an  age  when  cadets  are  just  getting  out 
of  West  Point.  With  rare  sagacity  he  chose  the  site  of  his  forti¬ 
fication  at  the  only  place  where  he  could  expect  to  hold  out  against 
an  attack  made  Indian  fashion,  as  the  French  fought. 
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For  years  it  has  been  the  habit  to  refer  to  this  engagement,  fraught 
with  such  tremendous  consequences,  as  a  defeat.  It  was  not. 
Washington’s  own  report,  which  has  been  located  in  a  South 
Carolina  newspaper,  clearly  disproves  it.  The  records  of  the  Brit' 
ish  War  Department,  compiled  for  the  Fort  Necessity  Memorial 
Committee  by  the  British  Embassy,  confirm  the  newspaper  ac' 
count.  Both  of  these  records  have  been  brought  to  light  since 
the  beginning  of  the  work  to  erect  a  memorial  to  Washington 
at  Fort  Necessity.  The  full  text  of  Washington’s  account  published 
only  sixteen  days  after  the  battle  is  given  on  the  insert  herewith. 

Reverberations  in  Rurope 

This  campaign,  in  which  less  than  400  Americans  and  probably 
1200  to  1600  French  and  Indians  were  concerned  is,  by  Voltaire 
and  others,  set  down  as  the  most  significant  military  event  of  the 
Seven  Years  War  of  Europe;  that  made  over  the  map  of  Germany, 
France,  England,  Russia  and  Austria,  and  ultimately  led  to  the 
American  Revolution.  In  this  campaign  for  the  first  time  troops  of 
more  than  one  province  fought  side  by  side  (Virginia  and  South 
Carolina)  and  the  tardiness  of  other  colonies  in  producing  their 
promised  support  very  clearly  was  to  blame  for  its  falling  short 
of  its  objective. 

The  Young  Colonel  s  ^Military  Sagacity 

Impressive  as  is  this  world  significance,  it  is  important  for  the 
American  to  realize  this  is  an  episode  of  the  life  of  Washington 

that  never  has  been  adequately  commemorated,  that  has  long  been 
obscure  and  which  yet  shows  the  man — or  youth,  as  he  really  was — 
in  all  those  proportions  of  promise  that  made  him  one  whom  all 
the  world  came  to  honor  and  respect.  When  he  left  Alexandria, 
Washington  was  just  turned  twenty'two  years  of  age.  He  was  in 
command  of  a  field  force,  sixty  miles  from  his  base  of  supplies  in 
an  unfriendly  territory,  at  an  age  when  cadets  are  just  getting  out 
of  West  Point.  With  rare  sagacity  he  chose  the  site  of  his  forth 
fication  at  the  only  place  where  he  could  expect  to  hold  out  against 
an  attack  made  Indian  fashion,  as  the  French  fought. 


[7] 


Fort  Necessity  as  it  is  now ,  in  a  state  of  neglect 

In  a  meadow,  with  no  trees  for  several  hundred  yards,  but  with  a 
spring  of  water  for  men  and  beasts,  it  had  certain  definite  advam 
tages  which  are  obvious,  even  to  this  day,  although  there  has  not 
been  wanting  some  military  talent  which  has  criticised  his  choice 
of  a  point  in  the  valley  with  hills  rising  on  either  side.  Wash- 
ington  knew,  better  than  these,  the  manner  in  which  his  adver 
sary  would  fight  and  the  type  of  arms  used  in  that  day. 


Yet  Washington  at  that  time  had  never  been  under  fire.  His  com' 
mission  might  have  been  inherited  from  his  brother,  or  have  been 
the  act  of  friendly  interest  by  Lord  Fairfax,  or  due  to  the  fact 
that  Washington  knew  the  territory  because  he  had  been  through 
it  on  his  mission  to  Fort  LeBeouf.  There  may  have  been  many 
reasons,  but  proved  military  ability  could  not  have  been  one,  be' 
cause  this  campaign  was  his  baptism  of  fire.  Yet  it  was  those  who 
saw  and  appreciated  what  Washington  did  at  Great  Meadows  who 
were  directly  responsible  for  his  being  chosen  to  the  Continental 
command  in  1775. 

One  can  not  read  without  keen  appreciation,  of  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  dealt  with  men,  most  of  them  older  and 
more  experienced  than  he.  Shrewdly  he  avoided  pitfalls,  quickly 


and  courageously  he  made  decisions.  Responsibility  he  accepted 
without  question,  vet  counsel  and  advice  was  souerht  on  DroDer 


occasion.  Treachery  of  Indians,  suavity  of  French,  bluntness  and 
sometimes  unfairness  on  the  part  of  his  compatriots  alike  failed 
to  turn  him  from  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  a  courageous  perform' 
ance  of  the  task  set  for  him. 


The  Historical  Significance  of  the  Battle 
This  event  has  these  five  points  of  unique  interest: — 

1.  The  first  active,  effective  and  practical  cooperation  of  the 
colonies  with  each  other. 


2.  The  beginning  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  which  de- 
termined  that  the  Western  territory  should  be  permanently 
Anglo-Saxon. 

3.  The  real  beginning  of  the  Seven  Years’  War  in  Europe, 
which  changed  the  map  of  the  world. 

4.  The  beginning  of  a  war  in  which  Great  Britain’s  burden  of 
expenses  was  so  heavy  that  the  excessive  taxes  placed  upon 
the  colonies  brought  on  the  American  War  for  Independence. 

5.  The  first  real  battle  of  Washington’s  military  career  which 
gave  him  a  place  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 


Washington’s  own  estimate  of  the  significance  of  this  spot  is  indi- 
cated  by  the  fact  that  he  bought  the  Great  Meadows  property  in 
1769  and  held  it  until  his  death.  He  disposed  of  it  specifically  in 
his  will  as  one  of  his  more  important  possessions. 

This  is  indeed  an  event  which  many,  in  whom  admiration  for  the 
man  and  his  deed  is  well  developed,  think  should  be  perpetuated 
and  memorialized.  To  this  end  they  are  asking  that  like-minded 
men  and  women  go  along  with  them  in  a  program  that  has  been 
mapped  out. 


The  perpetuation  of  this  historic  event  by  suitable  memorial  has 
been  approved  heartily  by  the  George  Washington  Bicentennial 
Commission.  It  has  met  the  sanction  of  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  which  made  an  appropriation  for  a  monument  to  be  erected 
on  the  site.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  joined  the  movement 
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Architect’s  drawing  of  Fort  Necessity,  as  it  is  hoped  it  will  appear  in  1932. 

The  U.  S.  Government  has  appropriated  funds  to  erect  a  suitable  monument  at 
point  4  in  the  drawing.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  appropriated  funds  to 
pur  chase  334k  acres  of  the  Great  Meadows  and  to  maintain  them  as  a  park. 

and  purchased  the  actual  battlefield  and  will  dedicate  it  to  park 
purposes.  It  will  be,  excepting  Mount  Vernon,  the  only  time  that 
land  actually  owned  by  George  Washington,  has  become  a  public 
park.  The  citizens  of  Fayette  county  have  raised  a  fund  of  over 
$25,000  by  popular  subscription  to  develop  the  Memorial. 

Further  Alemorial  Requirements 

This  progress  is  fundamental,  but  it  is  not  conclusive. 

The  fort  should  be  reconstructed  from  old  plans  which  are  still 
extant. 

C  10] 
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Roads  and  drives  need  to  be  constructed  to  make  the  battle  field 
accessible  to  the  public,  for  it  lies  hard  by  the  National  Road,  which 
follows  largely  the  old  Braddock  Trail.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
pass  it  annually.  Not  one  percent  now  recognizes  its  significance. 

An  old  colonial  building  on  the  property  needs  to  be  reconstructed 
and  converted  into  a  museum. 

Gateways  are  required. 

Tablets  need  to  be  erected. 

Landscaping  on  a  large  scale  is  highly  desirable. 

Historical  material  should  be  acquired,  housed  and  properly  dis' 
played.  The  section  of  Pennsylvania  which  Washington  defended 
for  the  English  is  rich  in  unorganized  historical  data. 

Many  Should  Participate 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
and  adjacent  states,  why  the  established  patriotic  societies,  why  the 
fraternal  bodies,  the  Legionaires  and  the  school  children  are  being 
asked  to  have  a  part  in  this  movement.  Equally  important  is  the 
fact  that  only  by  such  participation  does  the  public  become  truly 
conscious  of  an  event  and  its  significance.  In  no  finer  manner  can 
a  special  tribute  be  paid  to  George  Washington  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  200th  anniversary  of  his  birth.  Falling  within  a  day  of 
what  later  became  the  national  birthday,  the  178th  anniversary 
of  the  battle,  on  which  the  dedication  of  the  monument  in  1932 
will  take  place,  is  certain  to  assume  national  and  even  international 
significance.  It  is  a  truly  patriotic  opportunity  for  service  that  is 
being  offered.  Practically  all  true  memorials  of  national  significance 
have  come  by  their  meaning  through  such  general  cooperation. 

Most  of  his  life,  most  of  his  achievements  are  perpetuated  in 
bronze,  marble  or  granite.  A  very  early  and  very  important  his' 
torical  fact  has  been  misunderstood.  Certainly  there  could  be 
no  more  fitting  time  to  correct  this  oversight  than  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  nation’s  first  hero. 
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Suggestion  for  monument  to  mark  the  site  of  ki^ashington’s 
Great  Meadows.  Leading  sculptors  of  Amierica  have  keen 
submit  plans  and  designs  for  this  monument. 


battle  at 
invited  to 


Boohs  A.  re  Open 

The  books  of  the  Fort  Necessity  Memorial  are  now  open  for  the 
cooperation  of  all  those  who  wish  to  pay  homage  to  the  young 
Colonel  Washington  and  to  help  establish  a  shrine  at  this  early 
cross-road  of  the  course  of  American  Freedom.  A  total  of  $150,000 
is  needed  at  once  to  complete  the  modest  plans  already  in  process. 
Another  $150,000  will  then  be  required  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  property. 

This  memorial  shrine,  set  in  the  midst  of  the  half-wild  mountains 
of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania,  will  whisper  to  the  souls  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  visitors  in  the  years  to  come  its  quiet  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  integrity,  the  fearlessness,  the  high  spirit  of  those  rug- 
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ged  men  who  carved  our  comfort  and  liberty  out  of  a  virgin 
continent.  To  their  memory  we  owe  this  tribute.  To  their  great 
hero  and  ours,  the  Young  Colonel  from  Virginia,  let  us  do  this 
patriotic  honor! 

This  shrine  will  be  dedicated  on  July  2nd,  1932,  one  of  the  high 
spots  of  the  1932  observance  of  the  Washington  Bicentennial. 
At  the  dedication  will  be  a  Book  of  Remembrance  which 
will  contain  the  names  of  those  who  will  have  helped 
to  create  the  Memorial.  It  is  fitting  we  should 
do  this,  a  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity. 

Will  you  not  be  happy  and  proud  to 
be  numbered  among  them? 
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